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1. Bill number(s):  H7007
2. Description of bill: 
RELATING TO ELECTIONS -- MAIL BALLOTS

3. Policy analysis:

a. [bookmark: _Hlk231938416][bookmark: _Hlk231938436]What does this bill seek to accomplish/why was it introduced? 
This bill makes two substantive changes to Rhode Island's mail ballot law (Chapter 17-20):

Electronic Ballot Transmission Security Standards (§ 17-20-6.1)
The bill replaces a provision that restricted electronic ballot transmission exclusively to fax numbers provided by the Federal Voter Assistance Program. In its place, the bill establishes a technology-neutral framework requiring that any electronic transmission system used for UOCAVA voters (military and overseas citizens) must meet three criteria:
- Has undergone one or more independent security reviews
- Demonstrates compliance with the NIST Cybersecurity Framework (or successor federal cybersecurity guidelines)
- Is approved by the Secretary of State

Permanent Extension of Electronic Voting Rights for Disabled Voters (§ 17-20-9)
The bill makes permanent a provision that was set to expire on December 31, 2025, allowing eligible disabled voters to electronically receive and return mail ballots using the same electronic transmission system as UOCAVA voters. "Eligible disabled voter" is defined as a person with disabilities for whom voting in person would constitute an undue hardship due to illness, physical or mental disability, blindness, or serious impairment of mobility. The new permanent provisions (subsections (g) and (h)) are substantively identical to the expiring provisions (subsections (e) and (f)).

b. Who are the groups pushing for this bill/asked for it to be introduced? What is its backstory? 

c. Which groups supported this legislation?  

d. Which groups opposed or expressed concerns with this legislation? 

e. Did any Departments weigh in on this bill? Please include letters.  

f. Does this bill have a fiscal impact to the State? Business? Taxpayers? If so, please include fiscal note.   

g. If this bill is signed into law, would RI be an outlier among other states? Do other states have similar laws? Does Massachusetts or Connecticut?
Electronic Ballot Transmission for Military/Overseas Voters
Several states have adopted frameworks governing electronic ballot transmission for UOCAVA voters, though approaches vary significantly:

- Maine: Maine law allows UOCAVA voters to receive and return ballots electronically, but the system does not include codified cybersecurity standards comparable to the NIST framework requirement introduced in this bill. Maine's UOCAVA provisions are found in 21-A M.R.S. § 753-B.

- Vermont: Vermont permits UOCAVA voters to return ballots electronically and has moved toward a more modernized transmission system, but Vermont statutes (17 V.S.A. § 2532) do not specify NIST Cybersecurity Framework compliance requirements in the manner proposed here.

- New York: New York has historically been restrictive regarding electronic ballot return and generally limits UOCAVA voters to mail return, though it permits electronic *delivery* of blank ballots. New York Election Law § 10-106 governs absentee voting for military voters.

- Massachusetts: Massachusetts allows electronic transmission of ballots for UOCAVA voters under G.L. c. 54, § 103, but does not codify specific cybersecurity framework requirements in statute.

- New Hampshire: New Hampshire permits UOCAVA voters to receive ballots electronically (RSA 654:20-a), but does not impose NIST framework requirements by statute.

Electronic Voting Rights for Disabled Voters
The extension of electronic ballot transmission to disabled voters is a more distinctive feature of this bill:

- Connecticut: Connecticut has a robust absentee ballot system accessible to voters with disabilities (C.G.S. § 9-135), but does not extend electronic ballot *return* to disabled voters the way Rhode Island does here.

- Massachusetts: Massachusetts expanded mail ballot access for voters with disabilities through its VOTES Act (2022), codified at G.L. c. 54, but does not provide for electronic return of ballots by disabled voters comparable to Rhode Island's provision.

- No other New England state appears to have enacted legislation making the electronic return of ballots by disabled voters a permanent statutory right equivalent to UOCAVA electronic return rights.

Direct comparative citations with verified URLs:
- Maine UOCAVA provision: 21-A M.R.S. § 753-B
- Vermont UOCAVA provision: 17 V.S.A. § 2532
- Massachusetts VOTES Act summary: Massachusetts Secretary of State – VOTES Act

h. What is the difference between the original bill and the Sub A version if applicable?  

i. Is there anything else the Governor should know about this bill?  

4. Policy Position:  Sign/No Sign/Veto 
Rationale:  
Policy Director Comments:



Leg. Affairs Comments:



Senior Staff Comments:



Legal Comments:
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